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THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  GODSTONE. 


ANNUAL  REFORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  O^ICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1956. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I Leg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 

of  the  Rural  District  of  Godstone  in  the  year  1956.  The  Report  is  drawn 

up  generally  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 

as  indicated  in  Circular  19/56,  and  in  the  main  follows  the  same  arrangement 

as  earlier  issues  in  the  same  series. 

The  population  of  the  Godstone  Rural  District,  including  members 
of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area,  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  to  be  34,720  at  mid-year,  1956.  This  represents  a population 
increment  of  760  in  the  preceding  twelve  months,  of  which  97  is  attributable 
to  natural  increase  (i.e.  the  number  by  v/hich  the  live  births  outnumbered 
the  deaths)  and  663  to  migration  into  the  area.  The  population  gains 
under  both  headings  are  substantially  above  the  average  for  the  past  few 
years.  It  may  be  recalled  that  the  population  estimate  for  1955  indicated 
a decline  of  110,  notwithstanding  a natural  increase  of  65  in  that  year 
and  the  absence  of  any  unusual  movement  of  population  out  of  the  district 
to  explain  any  appreciable  loss  by  migration.  In  1953,  natural  increase  was 
a minus  quantity,  as  the  recorded  deaths  outnumbered  the  live  births  by  14. 

The  Registrar-General’s  population  figure  for  1956  is  not  greatly 
at  variance  with  that  computed  on  information  from  other  sources  and, 
consequently,  the  various  statistical  rates  for  the  year,  which  are 
calculated  on  the  Registrar-General's  estimate,  fairly  represent  the  extent 
of  sickness  and  mortality  actually  experienced  in  the  Rural  District  in  the 
year  under  review. 

The  statistical  rates  for  the  year,  on  the  whole,  are  not 
unfavourable.  The  recorded  birth  rate  of  15*0  is  the  highest  in  the  past 
eight  years  and,  when  adjusted  for  purposes  of  comparison,  is  advanced  to 
16.2,  as  compared  with  the  national  birth  rate  of  15.7.  The  rise  in  the 
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birth  rate  was  accompanied  by  a small  increase  in  mortality  amongst  new- 
born babies  and  in  the  proportion  registered  as  stillborn,  though  the  rates 
in  both  instances  remain  well  below  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years 
and  are  somewhat  lower  than  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Y/ales. 

The  general  death  rate  of  12,0  is  the  lowest  for  the  past  three 
years  and,  when  adjusted  in  the  prescribed  manner,  is  reduced  to  9.1,  as 
against  a rate  of  11,7  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  fall  in  the  death 
rate  in  1956  is  due  mainly  to  lower  mortality  from  cancer  and  malignant 
disease,  particularly  cancer  of  the  lung,  and  from  all  forms  of  violence, 
with  the  exception  of  motor  vehicle  accidents.  There  was,  however,  a 
relative  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulation,  including  affections  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  brain,  in 
most  cases  of  the  terminal  and  degenerative  type  associated  with  old  age. 

It  might  again  be  mentioned  that  the  inclusion  in  local  statistics  of  deaths 
occurring  in  residential  institutions  and  homes  for  old  people  has,  cf  course, 
added  somewhat  to  the  mortality  recorded  in  the  advanced  age  groups.  The 
numbers  of  deaths  attributed  to  other  defined  diseases  do  not  exceed  the  average 
for  the  Rural  District,  nor  do  they  indicate  unusual  or  excessive  mortality 
from  any  particular  cause. 

In  reviewing  the  prevalence  of  infectious  illness  during  the  year 
reference  is  made  to  the  occurrence  of  seven  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis, 
which  has  lately  assumed  greater  prominence  than  formerly  in  the  returns 
of  infectious  diseases.  An  unusually  large  proportion  of  the  reported 
cases  were  of  the  paralytic  type,  but  these  were  in  general  of  moderate 
severity  and  were  associated  with  low  mortality.  Attention  is  also  drawn 
to  the  occurrence  of  three  cases  of  para-typhoid  fever  in  which  the 
infection  was  almost  certainly  derived  from  contaminated  ingredients  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  synthetic  cream.  Cases  of  bacillary  dysentery  of 
the  prevailing  Sonne  type  were  much  in  excess  of  any  previously  reported, 
but  were  almost  entirely  confined  to  a residential  establishment  in  which 
infections  of  this  nature  are  liable  to  spread  very  rapidly.  A considerable 
amount  of  time  and  attention  was  devoted  to  the  investigation  of  outbreaks 
and  individual  cases  of  illness  believed  to  be  caused  by  the  consumption 
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of  unsound  or  contaminated  food.  In  a few  of  these  there  was  laboratory 
confirmation  of  infection  with  food  poisoning  organisms,  but  it  was  rarely 
possible  to  trace,  or  identify  with  certainty,  the  source  from  which  they 
had  been  derived.  Routine  enquiries  for  that  purpose  were  often  greatly 
handicapped  by  delay  in  receiving  reports  of  suspected  cases  and  by  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  complete  and  reliable  details  of  food  eaten  shortly 
before  the  onset  of  symptoms.  The  rates  of  prevalence  of.  other  infectious 
and  contagious  disease  do  not  call  for  special  comment,  except  that  they  were, 
in  most  instances,  considerably  below  the  average  for  the  Gods tone  Rural 
District. 

An  interesting  observation  emerging  from  the  foregoing  is  the 
remarkable  change  in  recent  years  in  the  pattern  of  notifiable  infectious 
illness.  Diseases  such  as  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough  and  respiratory 
tuberculosis,  which  are  usually  transmitted  by  inhalation  of  the  infecting 
organism,  are  now  much  less  common  than  formerly,  while  dysentery,  food 
poisoning  and  certain  types  of  gastro-enteritis  and,  possibly,  poliomyelitis, 
in  which  the  infecting  agent  is  conveyed  by  bov/el  excretion,  often  through 
the  medium  of  infected  food,  are  assuming  greater  prevalence.  This 
emphasises  the  importance  and  value  of  maintaining  and  intensifying  the 
routine  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  connection  with  the 
inspection,  sampling  and  examination  of  food  supplies,  the  hygienic 
condition  and  amenities  of  food  premises  and,  of  more  immediate  consequence, 
the  collective  and  individual  instruction  of  food  operatives  in  the 
observance  of  elementary  precautions  and  cleanly  methods  to  prevent 
contamination  of  the  commodities  they  handle.  All  these  matters  received 
close  attention  during  the  year. 

Special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  very  satisfactory  position 
with  regard  to  the  acceptance  of  protective  inoculation  against  the  range 
of  infectious  diseases  for  which  effective  Immunising  agents  are  now 
available.  A very  important  and  welcome  addition  was  the  introduction, 
in  April,  of  a modified  type  of  the  Salk  vaccine  for  protective  inoculation 
against  paralytic  poliomyelitis.  It  is  regrettable,  however,  that  the 
quantity  of  vaccine  issued  during  the  year  was  sufficient  for  only  a very 
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small  proportion  of  the  children  who  had  been  registered  for  treatment. 

Another  noteworthy  advance  was  the  extension  of  the  existing  immunisation 
scheme  to  include  vaccination  against  tetanus  of  children  whose  parents 
expressly  wish  them  to  be  so  protected. 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  exercise  the  powers 
conferred  on  the  Council  by  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
to  secure  the  removal  to  hospital  or  other  suitable  premises  of  persons 
suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or  who,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically 
incapacitated,  were  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  were  unable  to 
devote  to  themselves,  and  were  not  receiving  from  others,  the  care  and 
attention  they  required.  There  were  reports  of  several  cases  in  which  it 
appeared  that  such  action  should  be  considered.  All  were  fully  investigated 
and,  in  some,  the  persons  concerned  were  eventually  persuaded  to  agree 
voluntarily  to  admission  to  hospital  or  residential  accommodation  for  old 
persons.  In  most  of  the  others  it  was  possible,  with  the  assistance 
available  from  the  Home  Help,  Welfare,  District  Nursing  and  general  Public 
Health  Services  and  from  voluntary  agencies,  to  effect  such  improvement  in 
the  standard  of  care  and  attention  and  in  the  sanitary  condition  and  amenities 
of  the  home  that  action  for  compulsory  removal  could  not  be  justified.  The 
assistance  and  co-operation  of  Mr. Lovelock,  the  Divisional  Welfare  Officer, 
in  dealing  with  such  cases  was  especially  valuable. 

I gratefully  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  Chairman  and 

r • 

Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  consideration  they  have  shown 
to  me  throughout  the  year.  My  sincere  thanks  are  due  also  to 
Mr.  A.  H.  Sewell,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  to  the  medical 
practitioners  in  the  area  for  their  willing  assistance  and  close 
co-operation  in  all  matters  of  mutual  concern. 


l8th  September,  1957. 


I am,  Mr, Chairman,  ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  BINGHAM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS, 


Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  in  acres  52,507 

Population  at  Census,  1951  32,82 3 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident 

population  at  Mid-year,  1956  34,720 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of 

1956,  according  to  the  Rate  Books  10,A87 

Rateable  Value  (1956)  £514,339 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £2,013 


TABLE  I 

The  area  and  population  at  the  1 951  Census  of  the  various 
Parishes  comprising  the  Rural  District,  and  the  rateable  value  of  each  Parish 
at  the  end  of  1956,  is  as  follows  :- 


PARISHES 

AREA  IN 
ACRES 

RATEABLE  VALUE 
AT  END  OP 

1 956 

CENSUS  POPULATION 
OF  PARISHES  - 
1951 

ESTIMATED  POP- 
ULATION MID- 
YEAR 1 956  „ 

Bletchingley 

5,813 

£ 

37,956 

3,164 

3,152 

Burst ow 

4,750 

37,577 

2,961 

3,091 

Chelsham 

2,703 

13,748 

1,390 

1,228 

Crowhurst 

2,119 

3, 666 

330 

321 

Pelbridge 

2,080 

21,924 

X 

1,394 

Godstone 

4,464 

53,999 

5,033 

4,340 

Horne 

3,603 

8,989 

1 ,102 

808 

Limpsfield 

4,673 

68,503 

3,499 

3,387 

Lingf ield 

9,239 

82,620 

5,951 

6,327 

Nutf  ield 

3,390 

39,236 

2,0A3 

1,973 

Ox  ted 

3,658 

116,676  • 

5,420 

6,575 

Tandridge 

2,722 

8,453 

802 

78O 

Tat sf ield 

1,304 

13,770 

1,009 

1,216 

Titsey 

1,989 

5,291 

119 

128 

(S.E.Gas  Board) 

— 

1,931 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

52,507 

£514,339 

32,823 

34,720 

* Constituted  as  a separate  Parish  on  1st  April,  1953. 
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TABLE  II 


EXTRACTS  -FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS.  • 

Live  Births ; - 

Legitimate  Males  251  Females'  244- 

Illegitimate  11  17  " 12 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Do,  1955 

Do,  for  the  five  years  1951  to  1955 
Still  Births 


Legitimate 

Males  8 

Females 

3 

Illegitimate 

" 0 

n 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births:- 

*.  ■ 

Do.  1955 

Deaths  (Nett) 

Males  1 93 

Females 

234 

Do.  1955 

" 198 

215 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Do,  for  1 955 

Do,  for  the  five  years  1951  to  1955 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  the  age  of  one  year;- 

Legitimate  Males  10  Females  2 

Illegitimate  ”0  " 0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year:- 

4.11  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,00C  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from:- 
Cancer 
MeaSles 

'//hooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


Total  495 

" 29 

15.0 

14.0 
13.6 

Total  1 1 

» 0 

20.5 

18.4 

Total  427 

" 413 

12.0 
12.1 

11.9 

59.4 

Total  1 2 

» 0 

22.9 
24.2 

Nil 


55 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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TABLE  .III 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  GQDSTONE  .RURAL.  DISTRICT  DURING  1956. 


M. 

P. 

1 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

- 

. 1 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

1 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

A.  Diphtheria 

- ■ 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

-■ 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

1 

- 

1 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

3. 

5 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

2 

8 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

5 

5 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

2 

2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

.19 

1 6 

35 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

1 6.  Diabetes 

- 

3 

3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

. 19 

49 

68 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

35 

31 

66 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

4 

8 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

I.8 

53 

71 

21 . Other  circulatory  disease 

11 

12 

23 

22,  Influenza 

3 

- 

3 

23.  Pneumonia 

19 

19 

CO 

24.  Bronchitis 

9 

7 

16 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

- 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

3 

5 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

- 

6 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

1 

31 . Congenital  malformations 

3 

2 

5 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

20 

11 

31 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

...- 

5 

34.  All  other  accidents 

3 

.5 

8 

35.  Suicide 

- 

2 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Totals 

193 

234 

427 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  the  isolation  and 
treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Patients  from  the  G-odstone  Rural  District  are  admitted  to 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Bletchingley,  if  the  required  accommodation 
and  facilities  are  available;  otherwise,  they  are  sent  to  isolation  hospitals 
in  other  parts  of  the  Hospital  Region.  The  disposal  to  different  hospitals 
of  the  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  as  follows 


Queen  Mary's  Hospital  for  Children,  Carshalton  32  cases 

Godstone  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Bletchingley  27  " 

Cuddington  Hospital,  Banstead  7 " 

Western  Fever  Hospital,  Fulham  3 " 

Redhill  County  Hospital,  Redhill  1 case 

East  Surrey  Hospital,  Redhill  1 " 

Hassocks  Isolation  Hospital  1 " 

Oxted  & Limpsfield  Hospital  1 " 

Croydon  Isolation  Hospital,  Waddon”  1 ” 

Foredown  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Portslade  1 " 


75 

Uncomplicated  cases  of  the  commoner  infections,  such  as  measles, 
mumps  and  whooping  cough,  are  not  usually  accepted,  unless  recommended  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  grounds  that  the  patient  cannot  be 
satisfactorily  isolated  and  treated  at  home;  several  such  cases  were  admitted 
to  hospital  during  the  year.  '■  > 

There  was  no  complaint  of  difficulty  or  delay  in  securing  the 
admission  of  infectious  patients  to  hospital;  neither  was  there  complaint 
of  dissatisfaction  with  the  arrangements  for  ambulance  transport,  nor  with 
the  quality  of  the  hospital  services  given. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Table  IV  shows  the  numbers  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  recorded  in  the  area  during  the 
calendar  year,  classified  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  together 
with  the  numbers  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  and  the  total  deaths  from 
each  disease. 


-9- 


TABLE  IV. 


CxiSES  OF  TNFECTICXJS  DISEASE  (OTHER  Till  TUBERCULOSIS ) 
NOTIFIED  IN'  THE  GODSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1956. 


CAS^S 

NOTIFIED  IN  AGE  PERIODS 

1 

& 

s 

5 

► 1 

Underi  1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

V) 

rH 

-P 
CO  *n 

CD  P 

W CT 

•8 

O 

1 

1 to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

-P 

O 

cj  C 
n c1 

rH 

ctf 

Year 

I 2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45. 

65 

over 

EH 

rH  O 

-p 

0 

flj  -P 

■4— 

Eh 

O r£) 
Eh  d 

Scarlet 

Fever 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

2 

— 

1 

, 

10 

8 

"/hooping 

Cough 

3 

- 

2 

4 

7 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

, 

32 

3 

Measles 

1 

- 

9 

6 

7 

51 

3 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

81 

3 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

11 

1 

CO 

HI 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

37 

4 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

44 

43 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

. - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis 

(a)  Paralytic 

(b)  Non- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

*y 

- 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Food 

Poisoning 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

r 

3 

3 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

! 

■ - 

■- 

j 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Totals 

4 

2 

11 

13 

15 

113 

16 

3 

7 

1 

4 

6 

195 

75 

38 

Totals 

| 

1 

r 

i 

1 

1955 

16  J 

1 

i 

41  1 

j 

67 

77 

83 

I 

400 

i 

' 

39 

1 

20 

14 

I 

i 

17 

i 

7 

782 

39 

L 

38 

All  Forms. 


-10- 


Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to  the  marked  rise 
in  prevalence  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  past  few  years.  It  is,  therefore, 
of  seme  interest  to  note  that  the  number  of  confirmed  cases  in  the  Gods tone 
Rural  District  in  1 95&  was  somewhat  smaller  than  usual,  although  a 
considerable  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  had  been  reported  in  some  of 
the  adjoining  sanitary  districts.  The  cases  were  all  notified  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year  and  from  widely  separated  localities  and,  so  far  as 
could  be  ascertained,  had  no  direct  connection  with  each  other  or  with  a 
.mown  source  of  infection.  It  is  seldom  possible  to  trace  a connection 
between  successive  cases,  as  the  disease  more  often  than  not  is  spread  by 
unrecognised  intermediate  cases  and  healthy  carriers  of  the  poliomyelitis 
virus , 

All  the  notified  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  A relatively 
large  proportion  were  of  the  paralytic  type,  but  these  were  classified  as 
mild  or  of  moderate  severity,  and  all  recovered  without  serious  permanent 
disability.  Admission  to  hospital  of  doubtful  and  suspected  cases  also  was 
encouraged  during  the  season  of  expected  prevalence  of  poliomyelitis, ' so  that 
they  might  have  the  benefit  of  laboratory  investigation  and,  if  necessary, 
immediate  specialised  treatment.  The  provisional  diagnosis  of  poliomyelitis 
was  not  confirmed  in  four  suspected  cases  admitted  to  hospital  during  the 
year,  Many  local  residents  who  were  believed  to  have  been  in  contact  with 
the  disease  elsewhere  were  visited  and  advised  with  regal’d  to  the  precautions 
they  should  take. 

The  three  cases  of  para-typhoid  fever  occurred  almost  simultaneously 
and  were  the  first  to  be  reported  in  the  Rural  District  since  1950*  The 
infection  in  each  case  was  almost  certainly  derived  frem  cream-filled 
pastry  which  had  been  on  sale  for  a short  time  in  a neighbouring  district, 
where  several  cases  of  the  disease  had  occurred  and  had,  in  all  probability, 
originated  from  the  same  source.  There  was  strong  presumptive  evidence 
that  the  infecting  organism  had  been  introduced  in  a consignment  of 
imported  processed  egg  which  had  been  used  as  an  ingredient  of  synthetic 
cream.  An  necessary  action  was  taken  in  relation  to  the  suspected 
material,  the  food  handlers  concerned  and  the  immediate  contacts  of  the 
persons  affected. 
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The  unusually  large  number  of  notified  cases  of  bacillary 
dysentery  is  of  less  serious  epidemiological  significance  than  might  be 
supposed.  Only  2 of  the  cases,  quite  unconnected  with  each  other, 
occurred  amongst  the  general  population,  the  remaining  A 2 being'  affected 
in  outbreaks  of  the  disease  in  January  and  July  at  the  Lingfield  Colony. 
The  illness  in  every  case  was  caused  by  the  Sonne  type  of  organism, 
which  is  liable  to  spread  very  rapidly  in  residential  institutions  and 
is  exceedingly  difficult  to  eradicate.  The  medical  staff  at  the  Colony 
readily  accepted  and  acted  upon  the  advice  offered  to  them  concerning 
appropriate  precautionary  measures. 

Having  regard  to  the  relative  mildness  of  the  symptoms  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  Sonne  dysentery  might  be  described  as  an  inconvenience, 
rather  than  a disease,  though  the  investigation  of  possible  sources  of 
infection,  the  follow-up  of  contacts  and  the  collection  of  specimens 
for  laboratory  examination  involve  a very  considerable  amount  of  time 
and  work  for  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  same  remarks  apply  generally  to  cases  of  food  poisoning 
which,  for  several  reasons,  are  now  more  common  than  formerly.  The 
three  cases  reported  during  the  year  occurred  in  separate  households  and 
at  different  times  of  the  year;  the  same  strain  of  infecting  agent 
(Salmonella  Typhi-murium)  was  responsible  in  each  case.  Exhaustive 
investigation  failed  to  discover  the  nature  and  source  of  the  infected 
food,  mainly  because  of  the  practical  difficulty  of  obtaining  complete 
and  reliable  information  concerning  food  that  had  been  eaten  and  of 
securing  unconsumed  portions  for  laboratory  examination. 

The  possibility  of  infection  with  organisms  of  the  -dysentery- 
food  poisoning  group  was  investigated  at  a Holiday  Hone  at  which  some 
50  of  the  residents  had  recurring  attacks  of  mild  gastro-enteritis. 
Although  examination  of  the  persons  affected  and  of  repeated  specimens 
from  members  of  the  kitchen  staff  showed  fairly  conclusively  that  the 
illness  was  not  infective  in  origin,  advice  was  given  with  regard  to 
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desirable  improvements  in  the  standard  of  kitchen  hygiene  and  equipment 
and  of  the  sanitary  amenities  of  the  Home. 

With  regard  to  the  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
listed  in  Table  IV,  attention  might  be  drawn  to  the  marked  fall  in 
prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  to  the  lowest  level  observed  in  the  past 
sixteen  years.  The  prevailing  type  of  the  disease  is  so  mild  and  of  so 
short  duration  that  many  cases  undoubtedly  escape  detection  and  it  is 
probable,  therefore  that  the  decline  in  prevalence  may  not  be  nearly 
so  pronounced  as  the  fall  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  would  suggest. 
For  that  reason,  notification  is  necessarily  incomplete  and,  as  it  does 
not  extend  to  other  infectious  ailments  caused  by  the  organism  of  scarlet 
fever,  its  value  in  present  circumstances  is  open  to  question. 

The  rate  of  prevalence  of  whooping-cough  also  was  the  lowest 
for  several  years;  it  might  be  unduly  optimistic  to  attribute  the 
decline  to  the  efficacy  of  protective  inoculation  against  the  disease, 
though  it  may  not  be  without  significance  that  the  observed  reduction 
in  prevalence  was  most  marked  in  the  age  groups  covered  by  the  County 
Council’s  Scheme  for  whooping-cough  vaccination. 

The  relatively  low  incidence  of  measles  was  not  unexpected, 
in  view  of  the  very  large  number  of  susceptible  children  who  suffered 
from  the  disease  in  1955  and  thereby  acquired  immunity  to  further 
attack. 


Reference  might  be  made  to  the  apparent  discrepancy  between 
the  number  of  notified  cases  of  pneumonia  and  the  number  of  deaths 
ascribed  to  it.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
deaths  recorded  under  this  heading  were  due  to  non-notifiable  types 
of  the  disease. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Particulars  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  are  set  out 
in  Table  V,  together  with  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  in  the  area  from 
the  disease  during  the  same  period. 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  is 
somewhat  greater  than  in  1955?  the  increase  being  entirely  confined  to 
males.  The  case  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is,  however,  very  much 
below  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years,  during  which  there  has  been 
a fairly  steady  and  marked  decline  in  the  prevalence  of  this  form  of  the 
disease.  This  has  been  most  pronounced  in  the  younger  age  groups  and 
is,  no  doubt,  directly  related  to  the  protective  measures  adopted  in 
relation  to  children  and  adolescents  who  have  been  in  close  contact  with 
known  sources  of  infection.  Further  decline  among  adolescents  may 
confidently  be  expected  to  follow  the  recent  introduction  of  routine 
B.C.G.  vaccination  of  thirteen-year-old  school  children.  The  number  of 
notified  cases  of  non -respiratory  tuberculosis  is  precisely  the  same  as 
in  1955?  and  is  well  below  the  average  for  the  Godstone  Rural  District. 

The  new  cases  include  two  which  first  became  known  through  the  Registrar's 
returns  of  deaths;  in  one  of  these  the  disease  was  discovered  at 
post-mortem  examination. 

In  addition  to  the  new  cases  notified  for  the  first  time,  there 
were  reports  of  fourteen  previously- known  cases  of  tuberculosis  (13 
respiratory  and  1 » on -respiratory)  who  had  recently  taken  up  residence 
in  the  district.  In  many  of  these  the  disease  is  considered  to  be 
quiescent  or  arrested,  but  all  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  staff 
of  the  Chest  Clinic. 

There  were  only  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis.  The  one  from 
the  respiratory  type  of  the  disease  represents  a mortality  rate  of 
0,02  per  1 ,000  which  is  by  far  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in  the  Rural 
District  and  compares  favourably  with  the  corresponding  rate  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  was  0,10,  The  mortality  from  non -respiratory 
forms  of  the  disease  approximates  to  the  average  for  recent  years. 
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TABLE  V. 


NEW  GASES  OP  TUBERCULOSIS,  AMD  ALL  DEATHS 
PROM  THE  DISEASE  IN  THE  AREA  DURING  1956 
CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE,  SEX  END  TYPE  OF  DISEASE. 


1 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spir  at  ory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spirat  ory 

• M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5_15  years 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-25  years 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years 

3 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  _ 65  years 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

- 

1 

~ 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

14 

8 

- 

4 

- 

* 1 

- 

1 | 

Totals 

1955 

9 

9 

- 

4 

I 

1 

1 

I 

i 

1 

i 

- 

1 

1 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  209  known  cases  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  district,  including  149  (83  males  and  66  females)  in  which  the  lungs 
were  affected,  and  60  (24  males  and  36  females)  with  tuberculosis  of  other 
organs.  This  is  an  increase  of  3 on  the  corresponding  total  for  1955>  due 
to  rise  in  the  number  of  male  respiratory  cases.  Thirty-seven  cases  were 
removed  from  the  list  during  the  year  - five  on  death,  twenty  on  leaving 
the  district  and  twelve  on  complete  recovery  from  the  disease. 

No  special  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  nor  under  Section  172 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1 93&  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to 
hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  ) 

The  South  Past  Surrey  Care  Association,  which  works  in  close 
association  with  the  local  chest  clinics,  continued  its  activities  on  behalf 
of  tuberculous  persons  and  their  dependants.  Assistance  granted  during 
the  year  included  the  supply  of  extra  nourishment,  fuel,  bedding,  clothing, 
sick  room  requisites,  etc.,  and  payment  of  fares,  pocket  money  and  other 
incidental  expenses  which  could  not  be  met  from  official  sources. 

Non -notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Information  relating  to  the  prevalence  of  non-notif iable  infectious 
and  contagious  diseases  is  necessarily  incomplete,  and  is  obtained  mainly 
from  reports  of  school  absentees,  the  periodic  statements  of  sickness  claims 
submitted  to  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  in 
relation  to  insured  persons  and  the  Registrar's  weekly  returns  of  deaths. 
Cases  also  come  to  notice  through  enquiries  by  employers  with  regard  to 
quarantine  periods,  requests  for  disinfection,  casual  communications  by 
private  medical  practitioners  and  applications  for  domestic  assistance 
under  the  Home  Help  Scheme. 

The  information  obtained  from  these  sources  did  not  disclose  any 
unusual  or  excessive  prevalence  or  severity  of  non-not if1  iable  infectious 
disease.  The  reported  cases  included  127  of  German  measles  (most  of  which 
occurred  amongst  pupils  at  Bletchingley  School  in  June  and  July),  43  of 
chicken-pox  (mainly  at  Lingfield.  School  in  June  and  at  Merle  Common  School 
in  December),  13  of  mumps,  4 of  glandular  fever,  4 of  impetigo' and  1 of 
actinomycosis;  5 of  these  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment 
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or  observation. 


VACCINATION  AND  -IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination  against  Small-pox. 

Vaccination  against  small-pox  is  not  at  present  undertaken  at  the 
County  Council's  Clinics  in  the  area.  Particulars  of  notifications  of 


vaccinations  performed  by  private  medical 

practitioners 

during  the 

year 

are  as  follows: 

0 - 1 

1 - 5 

5-15 

Over  1 5 

Total 

Year 

Years 

Years 

Years 

Rrimary  Vaccination 

253 

80 

1 6 

20 

369 

Re-vaccination 

- 

If. 

30 

14-8 

182 

The  total  number  of  vaccinations  is  very  much  greater  than  usual, 
and  especially  so  as  regards  the  primary  vaccination  of  infants  under  the  age 
of  one  year.  It  is  estimated  that  close  on  50.0  per  cent  of  the  habies  born 
in  1956  were  successfully  vaccinated  against  small-pox  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  This  proportion  represents  a substantial  and  welcome  advance  on 
the  dangerously  low  rates  of  acceptance  of  infant  vaccination  in  the  years 
immediately  following  the  coming  into  force  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  19M>,  which  abolished  compulsory  powers  in  relation  to  infant  vaccination 
and  placed  it  on  a voluntary  basis  like  other  immunisation  procedures. 

Most  of  the  re-vaccinations  were  of  persons  who  were  required  to 
produce  a certificate  of  recent  vaccination  to  enable  them  to  travel  abroad. 
Such  certificates  must  be  authenticated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
the  district  in  which  the  person  normally  resides. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  available  through  general 
medical  practitioners  and  at  the  County  Council’s  Clinics  in  the  area. 

The  numbers  of  children  artificially  immunised  during  the  year  are  as 
follows : 

0-1  1-5  5-15  Total 

Year  Years  Years  

321  157  213  691 

In  addition,  reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  were 
given  to  1,251  persons,  most  of  whom  were  school  entrants  who  had  completed 
a course  of  immunisation  three  or  four  years  previously. 
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It  is  strongly  advised  that  all  infants  should  he  artificially 
immunised  against  diphtheria  before  they  reach  the  age  of  one  year.  It  is 
therefore,  of  interest  to  report  that  the  number  so  immunised  in  1 95&  very 
greatly  exceeds  any  recently  recorded.  This  is  the  more  remarkable  in  view 
of  the  virtual  disappearance  of  the  disease  and,  in  consequence,  the  growing 
tendency  on  the  part  of  parents  to  under-estimate  the  importance  of  securing 
protection  against  it.  The  observed  increase  in  acceptance  of  diphtheria 
immunisation  is  very  largely  attributable  to  the  present  practice  of 
combining  diphtheria  prophylactic  with  whooping  cough  vaccine,  thus  conferring 
protection  simultaneously  against  both  diseases.  Vaccination  against 
whooping  cough  is  steadily  gaining  in  popularity  and  parents  who  are  primarily 
interested  in  this  form  of  protection  are  usually  willing  for  their  children 
to  have  the  combined  inoculation. 

It  is  estimated  that  not  less  than  54-. 0 per  cent  of  children  under 
the  age  of  five  years  and  82.0  per  cent  of  those  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  fifteen  years  had  been  artificially  immunised  against  diphtheria,  either 
by  their  own  doctors  or  at  the  County  Council’s  clinics;  both  percentages 
show  a slight  advance  on  those  for  1955. 

Vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough. 

Vaccination  against  whooping  cough  is  intended  mainly  for  infants 
under  the  age  of  one  year  and  is  undertaken  by  private  medical  practitioners 
and  at  the  County  Council’s  clinics  in  the  area.  The  numbers  of  children 


who  completed 

a course  of 

treatment 

under 

these 

arrangements  are 

as  follows 

Under  1 
Year 

1-2  2-3 

Years  Years 

3-4 

Years 

4-5 

Years 

5-15 

Years 

Total 

Primary 

Immunised 

243 

40 

13 

9 

5 

4 

314  ■ 

Re inf orcing 

Injections 

5 

15 

44 

64 

The  foregoing  figures  are  much  more  favourable  than  those  for  1955> 
in  that  they  reflect  a very  striking  increase  in  the  number  of  primary 
vaccinations  of  infants  in  the  youngest  age  group.  It  is  estimated  that 
at  least  45.0  per  cent  of  the  infants  born  in  195&  were  vaccinated  against 
whooping  cough.  While  not  affording  absolute  protection  against  the 
disease,  whooping  cough  vaccination  with  the  antigens  at  present  available 
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confers  a high  degree  of  immunity  in  a large  proportion  of  cases  and.  greatly 
reduces  the  severity  and  duration  of  the  illness  in  vaccinated  children  who  are 
subsequently  attacked.  As  stated  above,  vaccination  against  whooping  cough 
is  in  most  cases  combined  with  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 

Measles  Prophylaxis. 

Immune  serum  is  available  through  the  Riblic  Health  Department  for  the 
total  or  partial  immunisation  of  susceptible  measles  contacts.  No  request  for 
serum  was  received  during  the  year. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

For  several  years  it  has  been  the  accepted  practice  to  offer  protective 
inoculation,  by  B.C.G. Vaccine,  to  selected  children  from  households  in  which 
there  is  an  infectious  case  of  tuberculosis.  This  work  is  undertaken  mainly  by 
the  Chest  Physicians,  with  occasional  assistance  from  the  Divisional  Medical 
Staff. 

This  scheme  was  recently  extended  to  include  thirteen-year-old  pupils 
at  County  Council  and  independent  schools.  Subject  to  the  consent  of  their 
parents,  the  pupils  in  this  age  group  have  a skin  test  to  ascertain  if  they 
have  already  had  a primary  tuberculous  infection,  and  those  giving  a negative 
result  are  offered  B.C.G. Vaccination.  Six  senior  schools  in  the  Godstone 

Rural  District  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  with  the  following  results :- 


Number  of  children  eligible  for  treatment  304 

Number  consenting  to  treatment  i 89 

Percentage  consenting  to  treatment  62,2 


Number  Mantoux  tested  1 63 

Number  giving  a negative  reaction  130 

Percentage  giving  a negative  reaction  79.8 


Number  of  negative  reactors  vaccinated  1 30 

Percentage  of  negative  reactors  vaccinated  100 


Number  of  vaccinated  children  re-tested  92 

Number  giving  a positive  reaction  91 

Percentage  giving  a positive  reaction  98.9 


The  percentage  acceptance  of  testing  and  vaccination  and  of  negative 
reactors  successfully  vaccinated  are  very  satisfactory  and  compare  favourably 
with  corresponding  findings  in  other  districts. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

In  the  light  of  favourable  reports  of  the  efficacy  of  the  Salk 
Vaccine  in  inducing  a high  degree  of  protection  against  paralytic 
poliomyelitis,  the  Ministry  of  Health  announced  in  the  earlj  part  of  the  year 
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that  a modified  type  of  the  vaccine  would  he  made  available  for  the  vaccination 
of  children  in  selected  age  groups.  It  was  decided  that,  for  the  time  being, 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  should  be  undertaken  only  by  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority'  and  should  be  restricted  to  children  born  in  the  years 
1947  to  1 954,  inclusive,  and  who  had  been  registered  for  the  purpose  with  the 
Local  Health  Authority  by  4th  April,  1956.  It  was  advised  that  the  vaccine 
should  not  be  given  between  the  end  of  June  and  the  end  of  November,  when  the 
prevalence  of  poliomyelitis  might  be  expected  to  be  highest,  to  avoid  any 
suggestion  that  an  attack  of  the  disease  had  been  provoked  by  vaccination,  and 
because  of  an  observed  association  between  the  occurrence  of  poliomyelitis  and 
certain  inoculation  procedures. 

A total  of  1,060  children,  or  just  over  20.0  per  cent  of  those 
eligible  for  treatment,  had  been  formally  registered  by  the  appointed  date. 
Very  small  quantities  of  vaccine  were  delivered  in  May,  June  and  December,  and 
were  reserved  for  the  treatment  of  selected  sub-groups  of  the  children 
registered;  122  children  completed  a course  of  treatment  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  General  medical  practitioners  have  since  been  invited  to 
participate  in  the  scheme. 

Vaccination  against  Tetanus . 

In  August,  the  Minister  of  Health  approved  an  extension  of  the 
County  Council’s  immunisation  arrangements  to  include  vaccination  against 
tetanus  of  children  whose  parents  expressly  wish  them  to  be  so  protected. 

The  tetanus  vaccine  may  be  given  separately,  but  is  usually  combined  with  the 
agents  used  for  active  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough, 
thus  reducing  the  number  of  inoculations  and  affording  simultaneous  protection 
against  all  three  diseases. 

Protection  a?ainst  other  Diseases c 

Protective  inoculation  against  other  infectious  diseases,  such  as 
enteric  fever,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  etc. , is  necessary  in  the  case  of 
persons  proposing  to  visit  foreign  countries  where  these  diseases  are 
endemic,  and  is  usually  undertaken  at  approved  centres.  The  International 
Certificate  required  in  such  cases  must  be  authenticated  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  in  which  the  person  resides. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


With  the  exception  of  the  Parish  of  Tatsfield,  which  obtains  its 
supply  mainly  from  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  the  whole  of  the  Rural 
District  is  supplied  hy  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company,  In  parts  of  the 
Parish  of  Cxted,  the  Parish  of  Limpsfield  and  the  parts  of  Tatsfield  supplied 
by  the  Company,  the  water  is  derived  from  the  lower  greensand,  and  elsewhere 
from  deep  borings  in  the  chalk;  the  water  from  both  sources  is  chlorinated 
and  de-chlorinated  before  distribution  to  consumers. 

The  supplies  from  the  public  water  mains  were  adequate  in  quantity 
throughout  the  year.  The  quality,  as  revealed  by  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  at  regular  intervals,  was  invariably  reported 
to  be  satisfactory.  No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any  form  of 
contamination. 

Samples  of  the  water  before  and  after  treatment  are  submitted 
twice  weekly  for  bacteriological  examination,  under  private  arrangements 
made  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company.  In  addition,  samples  of  the 
treated  water  are  examined  chemically  and  bacteriologically  about  forty 
times  a year,  under  a rota  system  arranged  by  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  of  the  districts  supplied  by  the  Company;  samples  are  taken  in 
each  district  at  stated  times  and  copies  of  the  Analyst's  reports  are 
circulated  to  all  the  districts  concerned. 

The  estimated  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  each  parish  supplied 
from  the  public  water  mains  (direct  to  houses  and  by  means  of  stand-pipes), 
wells  and  rain-water  tanks  are  set  out  in  Table  VI,  The  population 
supplied  under  each  heading  is  shown  in  brackets. 

Supplies  from  rain-water  tanks  are  confined  to  out-lying  dwellings 
in  the  Parish  of  Tatsfield  and  not  infrequently  fail  completely  after 
prolonged  periods  of  dry  weather.  In  such  an  emergency,  a 300  gallon  tank 
is  borrowed,  free  of  charge,  from  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company  and  is  used 
for  the  conveyance  of  water  by  local  authority  transport  to  replenish  the 
drinking  water  supplies  of  the  dwellings  affected;  this  service  was  put 
into  operation  on  four  occasions  during  the  year.  Additional  supplies  of 
water  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  can  usually  be  obtained  from  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board,  on  payment  of  a snail  charge  to  cover  transport 
costs , 
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TABLE  VI 


DIRECT  TO 

STAND 

.WELLS 

RAIN  WATER 

HOUSES 

PIPES 

TANKS 

Bletchingley 

86A 

12 

9 

(3152) 

(42) 

(28) 

- 

Bur stow 

785 

4 

(3091  ) 

(14) 

Chelsham 

301 

4 

(1228) 

(15) 

Crcswhurst 

104 

(32l) 

Pe  lb  ridge 

509 

1 

4 

(1394) 

(3) 

(12) 

Godstone 

1300 

12 

5 

(4340) 

(36) 

(14) 

Horne 

245 

7 

(808) 

. (20) 

Limpsfield 

1182 

3 

(3387) 

(7) 

Lin  gf  ield 

2109 

6 

(6327) 

(15) 

Nutf ield 

612 

17 

2 

(1973) 

(33) 

(4) 

Oxted 

1862 

1 

(6575) 

(3) 

Tandridge 

228 

2 

(780) 

(5) 

Tatsf ield 

342 

3 

68 

(1216) 

(9) 

(230) 

Titsey 

44 

2 

(128) 

(unoccupied) 

TOTALS 

10,487 

(34,720) 

1 

45 

(123) 

45 

(122) 

72 

(245) 

DRAINAGE  AND  SE'.TERAGE 

During  1956  the  main  sewer  was  extended  to  the  following' 
districts : 

Meadcwlands,  Hurst  Green,  Oxted.  (lO) 

Kings land  Estate,  Smallfield.  (50 ) 

Lagham  Wi ood  Estate,  South  God stone.  (70) 

The  total  number  of  houses  connected  thereto,  y/as  130.. 
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CLINICS  ATffi  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


SECTION  II. 


(SANITARY  INSPECTION) 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 
Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Re-inspections 


Inspections  under  Housing  Acts 
Re-inspections  - ■ 

Inspections  for  issue  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
Drainage  surveys 

Visits  to  Slaughter  House  Premises 

Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses  for  Meat  Inspection 

Visits  to  Knackers  Yards 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

Visits  to  Schools 


Inspection  of  Food  - number  of  visits 
Milk  Samples  (Farms) 

(a)  No.  of  samples  passed  biological  examination 

(b)  " " " failed  . " " 

cj  " " " void 

Total  number  of  farm  milk  samples  taken 

Milk  Samples  (Dairies) 

(a)  No. of  samples  satisfied  Meth.Blue  and  Phosphatase  exam, 
’b)  " . " " failed  " " exam. 

,c)  " " " " Phosphatase  " 

Total  number  of  dairy  milk  samples  taken 

Milk  Sample  s ( S cho ol s ) 

(a)  No.  of  samples  satisfied  Meth.Blue-  and  Phosphatase  exam. 

(b)  " " " failed  " " exam. 

(c)  " " " " Phosphatase  " 

(d)  " " " passed  biological  examination 

(e)  " " " failed  n 

Total  number  of  school  milk  samples  taken 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises 


Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops 
Piggeries  - Inspections  and  Re-inspections 
Fireguards  Act  Inspections 
Inspections  of  Tents,  Vans  etc. 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 
Drains  Water  tested 


68 

1 

4 


74 

8 

Nil 


76 

6 

3 

3 

Nil 


Inspection  of  drainage  work  in  progress 

Notices  served :- 

(a)  Informal 

(b)  Statutory 

Complaints  investigated  . . . . 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  and  collection  of  specimens 
Inspection  of  refuse  tips 

Samples  of  drinking  water  submitted  for  Bacterial  and/or . Chemical  Analysis 
Miscellaneous  inspections 


Number  of  Cesspools  cleansed 
Number  of  loads  removed  from  cesspools 
Disinfection  of  premises 
Disinfestation  of  premises 

Premises  inspected  for  rat  or  mice  infestation 

Rat  Infestations  dealt  with  by  Public  Health  Department 

Inspections  under  Pet  Animals  Act 


159 
1 66 
419 
225 
2 

113 

34 

951 

4 

140 

95 

26 


73 


82 


85 

31 

45 

17 

14 

45 

26 

24 

149 

226 

6 

148 

80 

41 

25 

120 

2829 

4244 

12 

92 

1067 

230 

3 
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SECT-ION  III 

HOUSING 
TABLE  VIII 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year  1956. 

(i)  Inspections  of  houses  under  Housing  and 

Public  Health  Acts.  469 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  in 
sub-head  (i)  which  were  inspected  under 

the  Housing  Acts  only.  419 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  so 
unfit  as  to  be  incapable  of  repair  at  a 

reasonable  cost.  66 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  5 A 

2.  Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied. 

(i)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority.  44 

(ii)  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public  Health  Act.  4 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1936.  2 

(iii)  Under  Section  3 Housing  Repairs  &•  Rents  Act,  1954.  Nil 

3.  Houses  Demolished.  . > 

(i)  Clearance  Areas.  Nil 

(ii)  Not  in  Clearance  Area  - as  a result  of  formal 
or  informal  procedure  under  Section  11,  Housing  • 

Act,  1936.  Nil 

4.  Unfit  houses  closed. 

(i)  Under  Section  11  Housing  Act,  1936,  and. Section 

I0(l)  and  1l(2)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953»  9 

(ii)  Under  Sections  3(l  ) and  3(2)  Housing  Act,  1949.  Nil 

(iii)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  12, 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Nil 

5.  Housing  Repairs  & Rents  Act,  1954. 

(i)  Number  of  applications  received  for  Certificates 

of  Disrepair  under  Section  26.  2 

(ii)  Number  of  Certificates  granted  under  (i)  above.  2 

6.  Houses  Erected. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  completed  in  1956  by  private 

enterprise.  289 

(ii)  Number  completed  by  local  authority  (a)  tenanted  36 

(b)  tenant  purchase  3° 
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SECTION  IV. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  factories  or,  the  Register  of  the 
Local  Authority  are  as  follows 

TABLE  IX 


Aeronautical  Research 

Agricultural  Engineers 

Aircraft  Repairs  (Engine 

Bakeries 

Boot  Repairing 

Brass  Finishing 

Brick  Making 

Builders 

Cabinet  Makers 

Chemical  Manufacturers 

Cleaners  and  Dyers 

Coach  Builders 

Concrete  Products 

Corn  Prevenders 

Cycle  Repairers 

Dairies 

Dressmaking 

Electrical  Engineering 
Fire  Extinguishers 
Flour  Milling 
Fruit  Storage 
Fullers  Earth  Works 
French  Chalk  Grinders 
Gas  Storage 
Grass  Drying 
Jewellers 
J oinery 

Launderies  

Leaded  Lights 

Light  Engineering  Works 

Motor  Repairers 

Plumbers 

Printers 

Projection  Room 

Radar  Assembly 

Rectifiers 

Rodent  Destruction 

Saddlery 

Sawmills 

Stonemason 

Smithies 

Tool  Makers 

Tailoring 

Upholstery 

Wax  Modelling 

Wheelwrights 

Woodcrafts 


Mechanical 

Power 


1 

' 2 

s ) 1 

10 
1 
1 
4 
0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

. 1 
1 
•2 
1 
2 
1 
3 
2 
0 
6 
2 
1 
7 
21 
0 
2 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 

3 

0 

1 
1 
0 
1 
1 
1 
2 


Non -Me chan - 

ical  Power  Total 


0 1 

0 2 

0 1 - 

4 14 

0 1 

0 1 

0 4 

11  11 

1 2 

0 1 

0 1 

0 1 

0 1 

0 2 

1 1 

0 1 

1 1 

2 3 

0 1 

0 2 

0 1 

0 2 

0 1 

O'  3 ' 

0 2 

2 2 

2 8 

5 7 

0 1 

0 7 

3 2 6 

1 1 

J 2 

0 1 

0 1 

0 1 

1 1 

2 2 

0 3 

1 1 

o i 

0 1 

,4  4 

0 1 

0 1 

0 1 

0 2 


93  43  136 
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The  Following  Table  indicating  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  1956  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  Factories,  is 
submitted  in  accordance  with  Section  128-  of  the  Act:- 

BTSFECTICNS. 


Premises 

. 

nuuiuex' 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written  : 
Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

1 . Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3>4  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Author it ies 

A3 

1 6 

1 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (l ) to  which  Section 

7 applies  (a)  subject  to 
the  Local  Authorities 
(Transfer  of  Enforcement 
Order  1938)  (b)  Others 

93 

29 

• 

* . ‘ 

8 

Nil 

3.  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises; 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

136 

i 

i-  

45 

9 

Nil 

Number  of 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FCUND. 


Number 

of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were 

found 

cases  in 

which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  , By  H.M. 

prosecutions  | 
were 

inspec- 

inspec- 

instituted 

tor 

tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l  ) 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

floors  (S.6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

5 

3 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

In  hand 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating  to 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Outwork) 

1 

In  hand 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

: 

TOTAL 

9 

1 

5 

Nil 

9 

Nil 
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OUTWORK  ( SECTION  1 1 0 and  111) 


During  the  year,  4 lists  were  received  of  outworkers, 
and  the  occupations  to  which  these  referred  are  set  out  below. 
The  premises  involved  were  mostly  private  houses  situated  at 
Godstone. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  occupations  followed 

Wearing  apparel  - making  etc 4 

Artificial  flowers  1 

Lampshades  (preparation  and  completion)  5 


FIRE  PRECAUTIONS  (SECTION  34) 


No  new  applications  for  Certificates  were  received 
during  1956,  hut  this  was  not  unexpected. 

Routine  visits  were  made  to  various  factory  premises, 

! 

details  of  which  are  contained  in  Table  IX  of  this  Report. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


Weather  conditions  were  very  difficult  throughout  the  first  part 
of  the  year  varying  from  frost  and  snow  to  extremely  heavy  rain.  It  is 
always  a trying  time  to  keep  the  collection  of  refuse  and  salvage  to  a 
proper  schedule  and  staff  illness  is  also  at  its  height  under  such  conditions. 
However,  on  the  whole  the  inconvenience  to  the  general  public  was  not  unduly 
serious.  It  is  sometimes  overlooked  that  this  work  can  be  extremely 
onerous  under  bad  weather  conditions. 

The  amount  of  refuse  per  household  has  risen  steadily  in  recent 
years,  and  this  has  created  difficulty  not  only  in  collection,  but  also  in 
disposal  at  the  tip.  Paper  content  is  high  and  of  course  the  percentage 
of  tins  and  bottles  has  risen  sharply.  This  kind  of  material  is  bulky  and 
presents  problems  at  the  disposal  site.  The  whole  question  of  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  is  constantly  before  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and 
improvements  are  made  wherever  possible,  and  at  the  present  time  schemes  to 
improve  the  efficiency  of  the  service  are  under  consideration.  The 
economics  of  the  problem  have  also  to  be  very  carefully  examined. 

It  is  obvious  from  examination  of  the  average  refuse  bin  that  there 
is  far  too  much  combustible  material  placed  in  it  for  collection.  This 
material  could  often  easily  be  disposed  of  by  the  householder,  either  by 
burning  or  composting  for  use  on  the  garden,  and  if  only  this  sort  of  material 
could  be  dealt  with  in  this  way,  it  would  reduce  considerably  the  amount  of 
refuse  to  be  collected  and  disposed  of,  and  this  in  turn  v/ould  be  reflected 
in  saving  of  labour,  running  costs,  and  generally  be  of  benefit  to  all 
concerned.  With  the  scarcity  of  labour  for  this  kind  of  work,  and  the 
ever  increasing  cost  of  running  the  service,  the  time  is  coming  when 
economics  of  this  nature  will  be  imperative  if  a reasonable  frequency  of 
collection  is  to  be  maintained. 

As  a matter  of  interest,  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  per  annum 
is  now  in  the  neighbourhood  of  27,000  cub. yards,  and  this  shows  a steady 
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increase  year  by  year,  and  after  taking  into  account  the  fact  that  new  houses 
are  being  erected  and  occupied,  there  is  still  a steady  increase  over  and 
above  the  amount  per  house  collected  in  pre-war  days. 

The  disposal  tip  is  situated  at  Taylors  Hill  Sandpit,  Gods tone. 

The  Chaseside  Mechanical  Shovel  and  Spreader  is  giving  good  service.  Without 
mechanical  aid  of  this  nature,  it  would  be  impossible  to  cope  successfully 
with  the  daily  tonnage  of  refuse  to  be  levelled,  consolidated  and  covered. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  considerable  interference  with  the 
tip  occurred,  and  damage  was  dene  by  irresponsible  persons  visiting  the  tip 
after  working  hours  and  at  weekends.  These  people  are  a great  nuisance  and 
occasionally  create  serious  difficulties  at  the  tip. 

Some  106  tons  of  waste  paper  was  returned  to  the  Mills  for  repulping 
in  195&°  A chart  showing  the  monthly  quantities  dealt  with  in  this  way,  is 
attached. 


PET  SHOPS  ACT,  1 951 . 

Three  premises  only  are  licensed  under  this  Act.  In  the  case  of 
two  premises,  these  are  private  dwellings  from  which  the  owners  sell  surplus 
budgerigars,  and  are  not  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  Pet  Shops.  The 
remaining  premises  carry  on  the  trade  of  corn  chandler,  and  occasionally 
sell  goldfish  and  cage  birds.  In  each  case  the  livestock  is  looked  after 
well  and  no  official  action  during  the  year  was  necessary. 


FIREGUARDS  ACT,  1952. 

Observation  is  kept  on  appliances  offered  for  sale,  but  there  was 
no  evidence  of  apparatus  being  offered  for  sale  without  an  approved  type 
of  guard.  Occasional  visits  are  made  to  promises  dealing  with  heating 
appliances . 
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SALVAGE  COLLECTION, 


CESSPOOL  CLEANSING. 


The  continued  increase  in  the  demand  for  the  Council's  vehicles 
was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  reaching  a climax  in  the  Autumn  months. 
The  employment  of  a contractor  to  help  with  the  work  had  to  be  retained. 

The  steady  programme  of  building  which  is  going  on  adds  to  the 
problem  where  it  is  not  possible  to  drain  to  the  public  sewer.  The 
construction  of  septic  tanks  and  biological  filter  beds  as  an  alternative 
is  restricted  by  reason  of  the  geological  formation  being  unfavourable  in 
certain  parts  of  the  Rural  area.  Disposal  of  cesspool  contents  has  always 
to  be  carefully  considered,  and  the  obvious  safe  method  is  by  emptying  into 
the  main  sewer  so  that  the  material  receives  treatment  at  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  before  ultimate  discharge. 

The  number  of  cesspools  cleansed  amounted  to  2,829,  and  this 
involved  the  removal  of  loads.  The  total  gallonage  so  dealt  with 

was  3 , 1 83 , 000  gallons.  Of  these,  the  contractor  emptied  7^-8  cesspools, 
and  this  necessitated  the  removal  of  1,121  loads. 


MORTUARY. 

The  total  number  of  bodies  brought  into  the  mortuary  during  the 
year  was  5&,  and  of  these  33  'Came  from  the  Rural  District,  and  23  were 
brought  in  from  the  Caterham  and  Warlingham  Urban  area. 

The  provision  of  a refrigerated  chamber  is  undoubtedly  getting 
more  desirable.  This  is  bound  to  be  so  with  the  steady  increase  in 
population  taking  place  in  both  local  authorities'  areas,  and  the 
consequent  increase  in  the  use  of  the  mortuary  for  post-mortem 
examinations . 
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SECTION  V. 


" FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

The  Surrey  County  Council  is  the  Authority 
responsible  for  the  sampling  of  foodstuffs,  and 
the  following  list  is  a record  of  the  samples 
and  action  taken  within  the  Gcdstone  Rural 
District.  In  addition  a return  of  the  samples 
submitted  and  analysed  throughout  the  County 
for  1956  is  appended. 


SAMPLES  AND  ACTION  TAKEN 
WITHIN  THE 

GODS  TONE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


. 

Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated  or 
| Irregular 

Formal 

Inf  ormal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

FOOD: 

1 

Almond  essence 

1 

- 

1 

| 

Arrowroot,  ground 

- 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Biscuits 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1 

‘ 

Butter 

2 

- 

2 

1 

Chocolate  Roll 

1 

- 

1 

Coffee  spread 

1 

- 

1 

■ 

Confectionery 

3 

- 

3 

i 

Fruit,  dried 

2 

5 

7 

2 

1 

3 

Jam 

2 

- 

2 

Liver 

1 

- 

1 

Marmalade 

1 

- - 

1 

Marzipan 

3 

- 

3 

1 

• 

Milk 

71 

2 

73 

Pepper 

1 

- 

1 

Pie  filling 

1 

■ - 

1 

Rice,  creamed 

1 

- 

1 

Soft  Drinks 

2 

1 

3 

Spice,  mixed 

1 

- 

1 

Tomato  paste 

1 

;•  - 

1 

Vinegar 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

DRUGS: 

Liquid  Paraffin  B.P. 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

... 

99 

9 

108 

3 

1 

K 
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FOOD  AM)  DMJGS  ACT,  1955 


Return  of  Samples  analysed  during;  Year  1956. 


I 

: 1 

Articles 

| 

Samples 

l 

L 

Adulterated  or 

Irregular 

Formal 

Informal 

Total-  1 

Formal 

Inf  ormal 

Total 

FOOD: 

1 

Almond  essence 

1 

1 

Almonds,  ground 

- 

1 

1 

Apples,  tinned 

1 

1 

Arrowroot,  ground 

1 

1 

Baby  Foods 

3 

- 

3 

1 

- 

1 

Bacon 

1 

1 

Biscuits 

3 

3 

6 

Biscuits,  aerated 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Bread 

2 

- 

2 

" 

Bread,  enriched 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

1 

-Bread,  fruit 

1 

- 

1 

Bread,  starch  reduced 

2 

- 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Butter 

8 

3 

Cereals 

7 

2 

9 

1 

- 

1 

Cheese 

1 

2 

3 

• 

• ' 

Chocolate  Roll 

1 

- 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  essence 

- 

1 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  mixture 

1 

• - 

1 

Coffee  spread 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Confectionery 

3 

4 

7 

1 _ 

1 

1 

Cooking  fat 

- 

2 

2 . 

Crab,  dressed 

- 

1 

1 

Cream 

1 

1 

2 

1 ■ r - 

, 

Cream,  double 

4 

5 

9 

! 

Dripping 

2 

1 

3 

i 

Fish 

- 

3 

3 

Fish  cakes 

. 2 

2 

4 

Fish,  tinned 

- 

1 

1 

Flour 

- 

1 

1 

Flour  residue 

- 

1 

1 

Fruit,  dried 

! 4 

5 

9 

2 

1 

3 

G-in 

' 1 

- 

1 

Ginger,  crystallised 

- 

1 

1 

Gluten,  dry 

- 

1 

1 

Honey 

- 

5 

5 

Ice-Cream 

2 

3 

5 

Jam 

4 

2 

6 

Jelly 

1 

- 

1 

» 

Lard 

9 

1 

10 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

2 

3 

Lemon  juice 

- 

3 

3 

Lemonade  crystals 

. - 

2 

2 

i 

Liver 

1 

- 

1 

{ 

Loganberries,  tinned 

- 

1 

1 

Margarine 

- 

...  1 

1 

Marmalade 

1 

- 

1 

Marzipan 

3 

- 

3 

Meat,  cooked  and  prepared 

11 

3 

14 

3X 

— 

3 

Milk 

625 

93 

718 

21* 

— 

21 

Milk,  evaporated 

- 

1 

1 

Milk,  flavoured 

2 

— 

2 

1 

| 

Carried  forward 

711 

1 60 

rS 

CO 

32 

!! 

2 

34 

*Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  a conviction  obtained  against  a 
Dairy  Farmer  for  selling  Channel  Islands  Milk  deficient  in  milk  fat. 
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, Articles 

Samples 

1 

! 

Adulterated  or 
Irregular 

Formal  j 

Informal 

1 

.Total  ; 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Brought  forward 

711 

1 60 

pi 

co 

32 

2 

34 

FOOD : (Continued) 

i 

Mincemeat 

1 

— 

1 

Mint  in  Vinegar 

- 

1 

1 

Oran  ge  s , t inne d 

- 

1 

1 

Pepper 

1 

- 

1 

Perry,  sparkling 

1 

1 

Pie  filling 

1 

- ' 

1 

Puddings,  instant 

- 

4 

■ 4 

Pudding  mixture 

2 

- 

2 

Raspberries,  tinned 

- 

2 

2 

Rice,  creamed 

1 

- 

1 

Rose  Hip  syrup 

- 

2 

2 

Rum  Butter 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Sausages 

9 

5 

14 

1 

- 

1 

Slimming  foods 

4 

- 

4 

Soft  Drinks 

10 

3 

13 

1 

- 

1 

Soup 

- 

, 1 

1 

Spice,  mixed 

1 

- 

1 

Strawberries,  tinned 

- 

1 

1 

Sugar 

* 3 

3 

6 

1 

- 

1 

Tea 

1 

- 

1 

Tomato  juice 

- 

1 

1- 

■ 

• 

Tomato  paste 

1. 

- 

1 

Tomato  puree 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Vinegar 

4 

2 

6 

2 

1 

3 

Whisky 

10 

- 

10 

Wine 

6 

2 

8 

DRUGS: 

1 

Aspirin  tablets 

— 

2 

2 

Calcium  Phosphate  tablets 

' 1 

- 

1 

Codeine  linctus 

- 

1 

1 

Cough  balsam 

- 

1 

1 

Cough  syrup 

- 

2 

2 ! 

Iron  tablets 

1 

- 

1 

Liquid  Phraffin  B.P. 

1 

- 

1 

Pine  syrup 

- 

1 

1 

Seidlitz  powders  B.P.C. 

1 

1 

• • • - 

Totals 

770 

198 

j 968 

38 

4 

■ 

42 
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SECTION  VI 


INSPECTION  ANN  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

There-  are  A dairy-  premises  (excluding  dairy  farms)  on  the  register, 
-and  15  milk  distributors  are.  also  registered  hy  the  Local  Authority.  These 
figures  areasat  31st  December,  1956.  There  are  also  11  distributors  from 
adjoining  districts  who  trade  within  the  Gods tone  Rural  District,  and  it  is 
necessary  for  these  people  to  hold  supplementary  licences  from  this  authority 
to  enable  them  to  trade  in  this  way. 

The  number  of  pasteurising  plants  licensed  by  the  Surrey  County 
Council  is  two.  Both  establishments  are  visited  at  least  twice  per  month, 
and  samples  of  milk  are  taken  as  a check  on  the  pasteurising  process,' and 
in  addition  further  check  samples  of  the  milk  are  taken  at  the  Schools 
supplied  by  the  dairies  in  question. 

Other  milk  supplies  are  sampled  at  regular  intervals,  and  details 
of  the  results  obtained  are  set  out  in  Section  II.  Raw  milk  is  subjected 
to  biological  examination,  and  one  sample  proved  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 
Immediate  steps  were  taken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  ensure  that 
the  milk  from  the  farm  was  subjected  to  heat  treatment  before  release  for 
human  consumption. 

All  samples  of  milk  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Brighton,  and  thanks  are  due  to  them  for  providing  such  a very  satisfactory 
service. 

(b)  SHOPS  ACT,  1934,  and  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

The  number  of  food  premises  situated  within  the  Gods tone  Rural 
District  are  as  follows 

Grocers,  Provision  Merchants  and  General  Stores  ...  71 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  19 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  11- 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ...  53 
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Fishmongers  

Public  Houses  ...  .......  ....... ......  ... 

Confectioners  . . . 

Butchers 

Hospitals  and  Private  and  Boarding  Schools 

Registered  ice  cream  premises  

Premises  in  which  food  is  prepared 


• • 


• • 


• • • • • 


8 

50 

31 

23 

38 

95 

24- 


In  the  course  of  the  year,  58  visits  to  food  premises  were  made 
for  various  purposes.  Improvements  were  suggested  in  several  cases,  and 
these  are  either  in  hand  or  completed.  A notable  example  of  persistent 
emphasise  in  the  need  to  protect  foodstuffs  on  display  resulted  in  the 
complete  redesign  of  one  of  the  larger  fishmongers  shops.  It  is  significant 
that  alterations  which  have  a trade  value  by  reason  of  the  obvious  improvement 
are  more  easily  come  by  than  less  obtrusive  but  equally  important  measures 
which  are  not  in  the  view  of  the  shopping  public. 

Stress  was  again  laid  on  the  importance  of  personal  hygiene,  and 
particular  emphasise  was  given  to  the  need  for  hand  washing  by  food  handlers. 
Owing  to  pressure  of  other  work,  it  is  not  possible  to  keep  food  handlers 
under  the  surveillance  necessary  to  make  sure  that  compliance  with  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  is  maintained  at  all  times,  but  in  general  the  standard 
adopted  by  reputable  businesses  is  reasonably  good. 


ICE-  CREAM. 

There  are  95  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

With  one  exception  (who  makes  up  a cold  mix  and  docs  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations)  all  obtain  their  supplies  from 
the  better  known  manufacturers  of  ice  cream.  No  samples  were  taken  during 
the  course  of  the  year  as  it  was  considered  unnecessary  in  view  of  the 
extensive  sampling  of  the  products  carried  out  in  other  districts. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


There  are  seven  slaughterhouses  licensed  by  the  Council 
and  all  are  in  regular  use;  in  some  cases  slaughtering  is  carried 
out  nearly  ’every  day.  This  entails  considerable  evening  work,  and 
long  hours  in  maintaining  a hundred  percent  inspection.  During  the 
course  of  the  year,  some  9^5  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses,  and 
of  these  951  were  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  out  meat  inspection. 

The  standard  maintained  in  the  slaughterhouses  is  a reasonable 
one,  and  in  one  or  two  cases,  it  is  excellent.  In  general  the  quality 
of  the  meat  is  high,  and  only  a very  small  percentage  of  poor  grade 
carcases  are  dealt  with. 

Condemned  meat  is  treated  with  green  vegetable  dye  before 
release  for  animal  feeding  or  to  the  fat  merchants.  Seriously 
diseased  meat  is  not  released  in  this  way,  but  is  either  heavily 
disinfected,  incinerated  or  removed  by  the  Meat  Inspector  and  disposed 
of  under  supervision. 

There  is  one  knackers  yard  under  licence  and  the  premises 
have  now  been  improved  and  altered  to  comply  with  the  new  byelaws 
affecting  knackers  yards.  The  number  of  animals  dealt  with  at 
these  premises  amounted  to  4^5  cows,  14  horses  and  1 pony. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AMD  COMDEKiMSD  UNf  ■.■’HOLE 

OR  IN’  PART  DURING  THE' YEAR"  1 956. 


1 

1 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Iambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if 
known ) 

494 

49 

262 

870 

1204 

Number  inspected 

i 

494 

49 

262 

870 

1204 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

•140 

15 

1 

2 

...» 

1 

83 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

28.5 

30. 6 

1.9 

3.6 

7.1 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

. 

" 

~ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

27 

1 

— 

19 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1 

5.7 

2.0 

1 

1 

- 

1 

t 

_ 

1 

1.6 

1 Oysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
■ some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

! _._.1 

_ 

: 

i 

1 

j 

1 

1 

i Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

j 

i 1 

— 

— 

| Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

1 - 

1 

| 

- 

i 

i 

! 

j— — _ — 

TUBERCULOSIS, 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

— 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

1 

Pigs 

Entire  carcase  and 
organs 

1 

— 

— 

I 

Hindquarters 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Forequarters 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Ihrt  of  forequarter 

2 

- 

- 

- 

26  ! 

Heads  and  tongues 

14 

- 

- 

- 

Lungs 

22 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Livers 

4 

- 

- 

- 

— 

miscellaneous 

1 

9 

“ 

- 

— 

11 
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OTHER  DISEASES  AND  CONDITIONS. 


CATTLE. 

1  entire  carcase  and  organs 

1  part  foreleg 

48  lbs-,  hindquarter  of  cow 

1 head  and  tongue 

1 foreleg 

8 sets  lungs 

1 set  of  lungs 

Parts  of  3 sets  of  lungs 

1 set  of  lungs 

3 sets  of  kidneys 

2 kidneys 
7 livers 

Parts  of  30  livers 
14  livers 

Parts  of  6l  livers 
1 1 livers 

Parts  of  1 0 livers 

1 liver 

Part  of  1 liver 
6 livers 

2 livers 

2 udders 

CALVES. 

1 entire  carcase  and  organs 

1 entire  carcase  and  organs 

1 entire  carcase  and  organs 

1 set  lungs 

SHEEP. 

Carcase  trimmings  and  offal ■ 
1 pluck  complete 

3 sets  lungs  . 

3  sets  lungs 

1 set  of  lungs 
1 1 livers 

Parts  of  3 livers 

2 livers 

1 liver 
6 livers 

2 livers 


mastitis  and  fever, 
broken  shin  bone, 
broken  leg. 
actinomycosis, 
broken  tibia.  ■ 
pneumonia  and  pleurisy, 
distomatosis. 
do. 

multiple  abscesses, 
retention  of  urine, 
hydronephrosis . 
cirrhosis, 
do. 

distomatosis. 

do. 

multiple  abscesses, 
abscess. 

distomatosis  and  abscess, 
cavernous  angioma, 
do. 

fatty  change, 
mastitis. 

septicaemia. 

jaundice. 

death  prior  to  slaughter, 
pneumonia. 

emergency  slaughter  on  farm, 
parasitic, 
pneumon ia. 
strongyli  refesceus 
abscess, 
parasitic, 
do, 

congestion, 
fatty  degeneration, 
distomatosis. 
abscesses. 
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PIGS. 


2 entire  carcase  and  organs 
1 entire  carcase  and  organs 

1 carcase  (ex. legs) 

2 part  hindquarters 

lbs.  hindlegs  and  loins 
1 pigs  head 

1 hindleg  and  trimmings 

Phrt  of  1 carcase 

Part  belly 

29  sets  lungs 

Parts  of  29  sets  of  lungs 

6 plucks  complete 

I liver 

I I livers 
1 liver 

9 hearts 

1 pluck,  kidneys  and  skin, 

2 kidneys 
2 kidneys 

OTHER  FOODSTUFFS. 

182  lbs.  frozen  beef 
18  lbs.  Australian  mutton 
32  lbs.  Shoulder  of  lamb 
6 lbs.  pork  sausages 
63  lbs.  pork 
13  lbs.  beef 


1 x lbs.  stewed  steak 
A x 4 lbs. 

3x7  lbs. 

1x6  lbs, 

2x6  lbs. 


9 stones  dog  fish 
A stones  frozen  kipper: 


multiple  abscesses  with  fever 

chronic  swine  erysipelas. 

abscesses  and  injury. 

broken  legs. 

bruised  due  to  injury. 

injury. 

abscess. 

abscess. 

melanosis. 

pneumonia  and  pleurisy, 
do. 

pneumonia  and  peritonitis. 

cavernous  angioma. 

parasitic. 

cirrhosis. 

pericarditis. 

swin e e ry s ipe las. 

hydronephrosis. 

oedema. 


bone  taint, 
do. 

caseous  lymphadenitis, 
sour. 

"blood  splash", 
bruising. 


blown  tin. 
decomposition, 
do. 
do. 
do. 


damaged  tin. 
decomposition. 


pork  luncheon  meat 
cooked  ham 
jellied  veal 
corned- beef 


1x5  kilos,  apricot  pulp 
1x5  lbs, 12  ozs.  tinned  apples 


damaged  tin. 
do. 


SECTION  VII, 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  requirements  of  the  above  Act  were  Garried  out  efficiently 
during  the  year  under  review.  Details  of  the  work  done  by  the  Rodent 
Operator  is  set  out  in  the  table  attached. 

Major  infestations  of  rats  amounted  to  28  and  for  the  mice,  the 
figure  was  10.  The  total  number  of  infestations  treated  was  223  which 
is  a slight  increase  over  last  year. 

In  order  to  exercise  a satisfactory  control  over  the  rat  population 
of  the  district,  the  utmost  vigilance  has  to  be  maintained,  and  this  can 
only  be  achieved  by  constant  supervision  of  premises  or  sites  providing 
peculiar  attraction  to  rats  or  mice.  Included  in  this  category,  are 
refuse  tips,  slaughterhouses,  food  premises  and  the  like.  The  importance 
of  proper  protection  for  food  storage  premises  cannot  be  over  emphasised. 

Sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  are  very  prone  to  infestation 
and  are  kept  under  constant  supervision.  Routine  testing  of  all  sewers 
is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  Ministry  recommendations,  and  any 
infestation  found  is  dealt  with  by  following  the  procedure  laid,  down  by 
the  Infestation  Control  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food. 

School  canteens  and  kitchens  are  visited  and  given  precautionary 
treatment  from  time  to  time  for  insect  infestations,  and  at  the  same  time 
test  baiting  for  possible  rat  and  mice  infestation  is  also  carried  out 
where  necessary. 

Frequent  visits  are  made  to  Smallfield  Hospital  for  the  purpose 
of  cockroach  and  steam  fly  infestations,  and  at  the  same  time,  inspection 
is  carried  out  for  the  purpose  of  rat  and  mice  control. 

The  Surrey  County  Council  pay  an  annual  fee  for  routine  visits 
of  inspection  to  their  convalescent  homes,  and  this  covers  any  treatment 
which  may  be  found  necessary. 


-43- 


TABLE  X 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949, 

REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1957. 

NAME  OR  LOCAL  AUTHORITY:  GODSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  ( COUNTY)  : SURREY. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY  ! 

Non -Agricultural 

(3) 

Agri- 

cultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2T 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc.  Council 
Houses ) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises ) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols,  (l  ), 
(2)  and 
(3) 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  Dis- 
trict (Notes  1 and  2) 

11 

9A5A 

1022 

10,A87 

A8A 

Number  of  properties  ins- 

pected as  a result  of : 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

J 

Nil 

1 6a 

3.2 

196 

13 

9 

^ 

A 

6>2 

1 

2 

A88 

273 

763 

32 

III  Total  inspections  carried 

out  - including  re-inspec- 
tions. (To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are 
readily  available. ) 

A9 

899 

371 

1,319 

60 

IV  Number  of  properties  inspt 

ted  (in  Sect. II ) which  we 1 
found  to  be  infested  by: 

(a)  Hats  frior 

(Minor 

(b)  Mice 

' J mice  (Mnor 

c— 

e 

9 

. 

13 

. 3.0 

10 

Nil 

118 

L_ 3 

118 

1 

Nil 

10 

7 

17 

3 

Nil 

25 

6 

31 

Nil 

Number  of  infested  pro- 
perties (in  Sect. IV ) 
treated  by  the  L.A. (Figure 
should  NOT  exceed  those 
given  at  Sect.IV) 

s 

9 

29 

211 

12 

VI  Total  treatments  carried 
out  - including  re-treat- 
ments, (To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are 
readily  available.) 

. 

— 

VII  Number  of  notices  served 

under  Sect.  A of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

VIII  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of 
a notice  under  Sect, A 
of  the  Act. 

Nil 

| 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

IX  Legal  Proceedings 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  1 Nil 

Nil 

X Number  of  ’'Block"  con- 

trol schemes  carried  out 

6 

NOTE  1 - With  the  exception  of  agricultural  properties,  a property  means  one 
which  is  entered  separately  in  the  Valuation  Roll  for  the  area, 

NOTE  2 - (i)  Premises  used  by  the  L.A.  for  the  purposes  of  trade  should  be 
entered  in  Col.  (3). 

(ii)  Sewers  should  not  be  included. 

(iii)  Combined  dwelling  and  business  premises,  where  occupied  by  the  same 

person,  should  be  regarded  as  business  premises  and  should  be  entered  in 
Col. (3).  tfhere  the  dwelling  and  business  parts  of  the  premises  are  in 
separate  occupation,  separate  entries  should  be  made  in  Cols. (2)  & (3). 
NOTE  3 - For  the  purpose  of  completing  Sections  II,  IV  and  V,  each  property  should 
be  entered  once  only  in  jrespcct  of  inspections,  infestations  or  treatments,  j 
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